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Welcome to Hussein Sharif: Reframing Reality - a solo
exhibition highlighting the diverse works of Emirati artist
Hussein Sharif, which spans across painting, drawing,
sculpture, and installation art.

Born in Dubai in 1961, Hussein Sharif is a key figure who
played an important role in shaping the UAE's early
contemporary art scene. In the early 1980s, he helped
create a community of artists, called the Emirates Fine
Arts Society, that encouraged collaboration and the sharing
of ideas through events such as annual exhibitions,
workshops, and publications.

Hussein Sharif's art beautifully bridges the gap between
art and life. He delves into modern-day themes such as
identity and the impact of excessive industrial production.
His work encourages us to think about our relationship
with the world around us, nature, and the effects of the
choices we make as consumers.

Use this guide with your family and friends while exploring
the exhibition. Let’s begin!
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Hussein Sharif is known for his experimental
way of making art. He takes old materials,
like recycled wires, and turns them into
one-of-a-kind pieces. In his artwork Seated
Tired Man (2020), he skilfully repurposes
these materials to create figures posed in
different positions.

Choose a figure from this series and try
to draw it in one continuous line without
raising your pencil from the paper. Don't
worry if it's messy; that's part of the fun!
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In Hussein Sharif's artwork Cars 2 (2021),
he transforms discarded found objects into
a collection of miniature cars. The idea came
to him after an artist friend of his had
accumulated a load of empty bean cans to
throw out in his studio. By reshaping and
combining these objects in a variety of ways,
Sharif gives them a fresh start, breathing
new life into them. This prompts us to think
about how we live, the things we choose to
buy as consumers, and all the stuff we use
and throw away on a daily basis.

What things do you often use and then
throw away? Can you think of any creative
ways to repurpose them?

Look at the artworks Cement Web (2001)
or Carpet #2 (2022). Which materials can
you find in the list below?
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Are there any other materials
that you can find?




