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Life is a Circus
13 October 2022 - 20 March 2023
Group Art Exhibition

Exhibition Curator: Sumayyah Al Suwaidi
Assistant Curator: Aysha Al Aseeri

A group art exhibition to showcase the significance of the
Cultural Foundation in new mediums and new platforms,
here we speak about Digital Art a form of art that began for
Emirati Artist Jalal Lugman in the early 80's when he used
ZX81 computer for the first time in 1981 and then moved to
Atari 800 and started creating art digitally using the paint
program within. this medium of art was slowly picking up
until the 1990’s when it reached the United Arab Emirates
and was embraced by Jalal Lugman as a commercial graphic
desi designing p
brochures, until the Cultural Foundation was one of his
clients and his work reached into the hands of the Visual

ds, invitation cards, leaflets and

Arts mar team, who decided that his art was ahead

of its time and it deserved to be showcased in a proper art
exhibition platform, therefore the Cultural Foundation was
the first Arab arts and culture venue to host a Digital Art
Exhibition in the region back in 1996.

With this exhibition we are re-visiting the history of the
first digital art exhibition in the Cultural Foundation, but
in a new concept and twist. The exhibition will take the
viewer on a rollercoaster ride between the past and the
present, experiencing the first digital art exhibition in the
UAE through videos, pictures and news clippings, and at the
same time seeing how Digital Art evolved into video art and
animation.

“Life Is A Circus” showcases the works of 23 UAE based
Digital Artists, all whom are commissioned specifically

Life Is A Circus
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under the same theme and concept of where we have
become very intrigued by how silliness captivates people,
how mockery of oneself gets many views and how
nonsense creates conversations especially between the
young generation. In an ideal world the people who are
hardworking with meaningful work and dedicated to the
health and wealth of the people and the planet should be
the ones grabbing all the attention, but that is not the case
in the world we live in right now. “Life Is A Circus” describes
the ironic life we are processing at the moment.
Moreover, this exhibition is the Cultural Foundation’s first
NFT art exhibition supporting UAE based Digital Artists to
enter the realm of blockchain technology. NFT stands for
non-fungible token and what makes NFT Art different, is
that its non-transferrable and non-interchangeable. Guests
of the exhibition will be able to scan the barcode next to
each artwork which will direct them to the NFT version of
the artwork and will be able to directly purchase it.
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Sleeping with the fishes, 2022
Digital art
1080 x 1080 video pixels

Artwork brief:

This work discusses our excessive exposure to screens
and technology. How we have gone away from the beauty
of actual reality and run toward virtual reality, losing our
appreciation for many real things in the process. Instead of
fully enjoying and savouring a new event or experience, we
quickly grab our phones or tablets to record it on video or
take a snapshot. We have been desensitised to the quantity
of knowledge and information, believing that we have seen
it all, know it all, and are no longer impressed.

In my work, | depict a circus or carnival booth where a
big scientific discovery has been reduced to the status
of a circus attraction. The key scientific breakthroughs
are symbolised by a fictitious strange fish that possesses
incredible mysteries, powers, secrets and cures, as well as
numerous benefits to humans and humanity. The booth is
manned by a bored young lady who sits bored, fiddling with
her phone, taking selfies and gaining likes and followers.
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A demoralized carnival, 2022
Digital art
150 x 100 cm

Artwork brief:

Singing, dancing, and love for money and gold is the circus.
Our hopes and dreams, and the lengths we take to reach
that one star are also the circus.

It's all part of this carnival known as life, but the carousel
here endlessly goes around and around and around. You
camt get off. Life can't just be merry; there has to be some
fire hoops.

At the end of the show, just know that you can’t avoid the
circus; at one point we all eventually end up here.
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The show must go on, 2022
Digital art
70 x 50 cm

Artwork brief:

Life is a complex reality, everyone must act accordingly,
being in character by all means. Like in a play, where the
plot becomes confused, difficult, even unbearable, we
endure, we embrace the persona we created, showing our
most playful, benign side. After all, always, the show must
go on.
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Social ego, 2022
Digital art
70 x 50 cm

Artwork brief:

The addiction of social media, just like a sugar addict, giving
a simple easy dopamine boost to fuel one’s ego, a temporary
satisfaction just like the ice cream melts away.
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The juggler, 2022
Digital art
70 x 50 cm

Artwork brief:

Investigation of the word ‘circus; as amusing and fascinating
as much as it is dark and deep. The work is staging the role
of the juggler, the entertainer who specialises in balancing
and in feats of dexterity in tossing and catching items such
as balls and sharp items. The work changes these items to
masks that we toss and catch, in parallel to the way you toss
and turn your mask to where it suits and where you can be
more of a player in the game than being an onlooker.
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Juggling time, 2022
Digital art
70 x 50 cm

Artwork brief:

In a capitalist world, we find ourselves drained and empty.
Our journeys to find purpose have taken different routes,
often to pursue wealth instead, telling ourselves each
step of the way that we will be back on the right track
before it is too late. In this artwork, | am adding themes of
contrast between the bright-coloured scene and the wilted
expression on the subject’s face, reflecting the difference
between the glamorisation of the corporate world and
the status it provides an individual against the collective
dullness it seemingly creates within the soul.
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Fading light, 2022
Digital art
150 x 100 cm

Artwork brief:

The artwork is demonstrating the fading light of those who
create social media content without any positive message,
how? Their goal is just to gain as many views as they
can, with content that harms themselves or others. The
work shows how that light gained from those views is just
temporary, and creates a darker side of himself in a matter
of time.
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Joy on trial, 2022
Digital art
150 x 100 cm

Artwork brief:

Why do people get judged so harshly for not being cheerful
enough? This lllustration represents a performer looking
beat up and standing as if they were posing for a mugshot.
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Verified Clown, 2022
Digital art
150 x 100 cm

Artwork brief:

Verified clown, revolves around the social network actors
and clowns, those who use their magic stick to attract more
people to their unintelligence to become verified by the
public and gain more fame. The mace is a reference to the
power that they must attract a lot of attention to themselves,
While Society is to be blamed for making those people more
popular day by day. Yet those people who are achievers are
not recognized and have given their backs to society to
focus on real achievements. Those clowns no matter what,
will live forever with fake smiles and are prisoned to their
desires for fame and therefore are imprisoned in their own
imaginary hall of fame.
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Not in control, 2022
Digital art
150 x 100 cm

Artwork brief:

Small screen opened a portal connecting the world
together, where you can literally see whatever you want,
whenever you want. It feels so good but wait! What is social
media? It is a platform that reverses the natural law, where
people can acquire fame by doing nothing and creating
no content. Those people can gain respect and national
recognition, their advice can be thought valuable. Question:
in social media, who is talented, who is rich and poor, who is
the genius. The truth is way worse than what we see.
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Hall of fame, 2022
Digital art
150 x 100 cm

Artwork brief:

The search for fame is a big part of this era. Many people are
seeking fame in the cheapest ways, even if it is by making
themselves a laughing stock for others. Although those
people make themselves a joke, at the end they are the ones
who are making it. They are the ones who make their way
to success when it comes to fame. In reality, they possess
power and superiority because they are able to draw
attention, create a spotlight, and focus all eyes on them.
They take pride in being the centre of attention and go about
their clowning with a sense of self-fulfiiment, knowing the
control they hold over people. Even if all people do is make
fun of them, the clout and chaos their content creates is
what pushes them higher and makes them popular. And
they do this by taking advantage of the rapid spread on
social media. The thumbnails depicts people with clown
noses as a symbol.
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Rain of stars, 2022
Digital art
150 x 100 cm

Artwork brief:

‘Mena’ is a female figure depicting the world of a giver who
contemplates the few star drops of remnants. She has a
fulfilling soul that is thirsty to grant wishes. The wait is long
and perhaps it is not fair — a chaotic floating world. Masking
the desire for truth, a river of stars radiating from the sky lies
upon the creation of idiocracy. Catching light and staged as
heroes, when nothing but pretentiousness clowns ... a new
world emerges.
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Deception, 2022
Digital art
70 x50 cm

Artwork brief:

We are now living in a deceptive world. People are easily
persuaded by fabricated stories and untruthful content,
rather than honest actions and real accomplishments. Many
people do hypocritical acts, instead of helping the needy
and showing true care and concern for others.
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Behind these lenses, 2022
Digital art
70 x 50 cm

Artwork brief:

She lives behind multiple lenses, following nonsense and
stupid subjects, just to attract people who follow her for her
outward dramatic life.
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What matters? 2022
Digital art
70 x 50 cm

Artwork brief:

The artwork is a metaphorical response to the ironic times
that we live in nowadays, especially the young generation.
Value is defined by social media presence and the highest
paid skills are the ones that get you more attention and likes.
With dark humour, the artwork exaggerates the sad reality
of many graduates who invested time, money and effort in
their journey, only to end up under-valued. This raises the
question what does really matter in today's world?

It is true — life is a circus
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The seasonal joker, 2022
Digital art
150 x 100 cm

Artwork brief:

The concept represents the joker as the sun, and the monkey
represents the moon. Both are playing with seasonal balls,
which are winter, spring, summer and fall. The movement of
the moon and the sun produces a symphony that generates
the seasons of life.

:Jo)l e 85

W0dl Jiogd il Loi . gucadul p5ga1 oy i Joell 1im 5
guplg clisidl Jguasd JI pudd droaugo Sissy crels Laoilsg
J0dll d8pg guoddl glygs JUS Jog .caysdllg unllg
Ay glgd g Oleldsyl 6ya2io dghosw ug_‘lle_DL.l_Q.Lu

6Ll pwwlgo

J1 9481 joy QU0 (24 1 I I d2uay Joeoll (e Jguaol)
4 Forthe NFT version of the artwork, please scan the QR code 34

35



E..’il u e 'IJ' Y
Ishtar Al Shaybani

rrr.lpod! ol
by go
ouw 0+ X Ve

Mirrored selfie, 2022
Digital art
70 x 50 cm

culturalfoundation.ae

Artwork brief: :Joell e 63
What you see in the mirror is nothing but a reflection and g @ lidg 269 el gulseil Ul go Lo dipoll o) olyi Lo J5
that may just not be how people see you in real life. In real 9.4 a6 «Jlio .2 519l wdi Lle goss il Loy &y I iy gl

life, the picture may be completely different.

J1 9481 joy QU0 (24 1 I I d2uay Joeoll (e Jguaol)
4 For the NFT version of the artwork, please scan the QR code

.Loloj délido 8ygunll

36

37



culturalfoundation.ae

J—IL 4— o020
Moammer Jaber

rr.duoyall Jlado o gl
by go
ouw 0+ X Ve

Fear of missing an opportunity, 2022

Digital art

70 x 50 cm

Artwork brief: :Joell e 63
Social media glorifies and elevates some ordinary people to [e7-=-3] glds oo 959 iyl Juolgil Jilwg a0
become stars out of nowhere. While their content is empty Saay U sl gylall paslginoy Jabgseall Jslell guldl
and does not add anything to the community, the artwork Olals isll Jooll 3o audy a2l g0 Logai Igouny Leai
contains words and phrases common among influencers 1o s dadl o e-wlg JSduy Ladglai pliy doyls Sljlucg
that are widely circulated (such as ‘don’t miss out} ‘Juicy; ‘it el DAL @bl WSy v wgn | pSbgbuy

is crazy, ‘swipe up) etc.).
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The joker, 2022
Digital art
150 x 100 cm

Artwork brief:

Vibrant hues were used in the artwork to resonate with
the loud voices that wonder and ask, why there are many
clueless, untalented people who with their downright
clownish behaviour rake in millions of dollars and have
millions of followers. We are not in a position to judge, but
we must admit that there are many good examples of people
on social media who offer good content, and they deserve
fame because they offer something new, informative
and innovative. And we should look at ourselves first, to
ascertain why such feeds get stronger, and realise that it
is only because of people like us, who nurture and nourish,
such clips that these “stars are born” and many talented
people go unnoticed.
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The clown on his throne, 2022
Digital art
150 x 100 cm

Artwork brief:

A clown sits on the throne nonchalantly, as if he belongs
there, while the true king remains invisible. People surround
the clown from all directions, some are worshipping,
and some are judging, yet he stays there confident while
maintaining his status.
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A note on spotlights, 2022
Digital art
150 x 100 cm

Artwork brief:

The artwork depicts a centre spotlight screen in a
wasteland with a large crowd in front, some with their backs
turned from the screen focusing on their passions and
necessary duties to no applause or recognition and some
cheering the screen on. Thus it depicts that we ourselves
are the ones who involuntarily encourage the perpetuation
of the very lifestyles and activities we may not find noble,
simply by viewing it at times. It is showing the imbalance in
the high value we as the human race place on our endless
streams of momentary distractions and activities to satisfy
ourselves. We purposefully stay blind to the many miracles
modern technology provides to us to access knowledge and
inspiration, and those who spread it.
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Behind the curtain, 2022
Digital art
70 x 50 cm

Artwork brief:

Behind this curtain, represents the social media circus.
Two clowns wait eagerly to find out which one will receive
more applause from the audience who provide their money,
time, and attention to the clowns in exchange for their
entertainment.
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Life is a circus, 2022
Digital art
70 x 50 cm

Artwork brief:

The concept is based on the yin yang symbolism, which
means a balance between two opposites, the good and the
bad. Each of the opposing forces sees the world differently.
One is more puzzled in the madness of reality. Without being
aware of the time they spend observing, they begin to forget
who they are and they become clowns. On the other hand,
their knowledge is growing every day. Unfortunately, they
become invisible to the people on whom they depended
and become the figments of their past life. However, they
are the ones who saved the whole world to become strong
and healthy. The significance of this drawing explains how
we need to pay attention to who we are becoming and try
to always see the other side. Because life turns out to be
a circus.
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Born in 1967, Jalal Lugman lives and works in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

In the United States, Jalal Lugman studied International
Marketing. At the same time, he pursued Graphic Design
as a second major. He holds a Master of Arts in Cultural
and Creative Industries from the Centre of Excellence for
Applied Research and Training (CERT). Jalal worked with
the Cultural Foundation in 1995 as a Freelancer/graphic
designer for a catalogue, eventually being included in one
of their major shows. His debut exhibition took place at the
Cultural Foundation shortly after, in 1996, which was regard-
ed as the Gulf’s first digital art exhibition. He Co-founded
the Ghaf Gallery in Abu Dhabi, then Citizen E Art Gallery
in Dubai, as well as publishing his Fantasy Graphic Novel,
The Armagondas (2018). Some of his international exhibi-
tions include Montague Gallery, (New York, USA 1998), The
Bungei Shunju Gallery (Tokyo, Japan 2000), The Endurance
Races (Cairo, Egypt 2001), The 4th Beijing International Art
Biennale - (Beijing, China 2010), 3 Generations - Sotheby’s
(London, UK 2013).
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Born in 1995, Rafiaa Hussain lives and works in Sharjah, United Arab Emirates.

Rafiaa is a freelance visual artist and has a passion for illus-
tration and comic drawing. She has had work published in
several books, including the Corniche Comic Book (2021).
Rafiaa has a Bachelor’s degree in Fine Arts with a minor in
Psychology. She has been invited to present on national tel-
evision for different art programmes and has also been part
of several group exhibitions. She recently showcased her
work as part of ‘Emerge V: Don’t Walk Between Columns’ at
the Foundry, Downtown Dubai, United Arab Emirates (2021),
after exhibiting at ‘Emerge IlI: Converging Lines’ in Venice,
Italy (2019).
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Multidisciplinary artist
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Born in 1974, Liz Ramos lives and works in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Liz studied at Pontifical Catholic University, Lima, and ob-
tained her Bachelor’s degree in Graphic Design. Liz devel-
oped her career as an illustrator and graphic designer in the
publishing and news media sectors where she discovered
the infographics world. Her work includes art and design
projects for different companies and publications such as
Harper's Bazaar Arabia, Brownbook magazine, Emirates
Airlines’ Open Skies magazine; Nicholas Publishing Inter-
national, ITP Media Group, Virgin, Gibson Guitars, Motivate
Publishing, Dubai Culture, Ajman Municipality and DMI in
the United Arab Emirates; Alef Magazine in Qatar; Televisa
S.A. and Poder magazine in Mexico and Peru; and the Brit-
ish Council in the United Kingdom.
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Born in 1988, Mohamed Al Jneibi lives and works in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

Mohamed began drawing at a young age and was inspired
by Surrealism and Cubism, particularly by the random cha-
otic lines morphing into figures and characters. He is a self-
taught expressionist artist and illustrator whose influences
are culture and the environment.

Life Is A Circus

U0 dolaJl =Ll.m_a.n.m oxog) p_]_w Spuei pluuyg glid aoo0
Ty5iitin 83800 guws (b Eidll dippaun ol diglg & bLEUI
dilguirell Labghs Logw U duyesilg dly pudl gLiwyroly

-Olasiig JUabi I Jead Ul dyguogall

60

o—uinJl o020
Mohamed Al Jneibi

Multidisciplinary artist
@_mj8s_



culturalfoundation.ae

.6andiall dyyell Uljlodl Ags .guell L6 Joeoyg yiles Luolddl glaas 1901 ole syigo
Born in 1981, Hamdan Buti Al Shamsi lives and works in Al Ain, United Arab Emirates.

Hamdan is a self ght Itidisciplinary artist and writer.
In 2015 he participated as an intern at the National Pavilion
of the United Arab Emirates at the Venice Biennale. Since
then, he has been undertaking research into new tech-
niques to enhance his practice, whether through medium
or concept. An alumnus of Campus Art Dubai and the Sala-
ma Emerging Artist Fellowship (SEAF), he has participated
in exhibitions including '10 Years Later’ (Tashkeel, 2018);
‘Emirati Insights’ (Abu Dhabi, 2015); ‘Past Forward: Con-
temporary Art from the Emirates’ (USA tour, 2014); ‘Three
Generations’ (Abu Dhabi, 2013/14); and has exhibited at the
Abu Dhabi Cultural Foundation, Berlin Art Fair, FN Designs,
Sikka Art Fair, Maraya Art Centre, Marsam Mattar and Tash-
keel. He has received issi from Tashkeel, Qattara
Arts Centre, Abu Dhabi Airports and EMAAR.

Hamdan was among 21 artists to be commissioned for the
EXP02020 campaign ‘For Everyone: In 2019, he was select-
ed as one of the 49 Emirati creatives tasked with designing
the United Arab Emirates’ Nation Brand logo. Hamdan was
a participant of the Critical Practice Programme 2020. He
exhibited Kn-Bkhair at Tashkeel in 2021, marking the culmi-
nation of his participation.
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Born in 1994, Alia Al Hammadi lives and works in Sharjah, United Arab Emirates.

Alia is a freelance illustrator who uses elements of culture,
literature, music and nature. Her art is often warm and
nostalgic, but also vulnerable and true to her surrounding
reality. Alia graduated from the University of Sharjah with
a Bachelor’s degree in English Language and Literature.
She has a little over six years of experience in illustration.
She has collaborated with many entities in the United Arab
Emirates, such as Warehouse421, NYU Abu Dhabi Art Gal-
lery, Brand Dubai and Abu Dhabi’s Cultural Foundation. She
has also collaborated with brands such as Lipton, Artoco-
late and the Dana Store.
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Born in 1983, Saggaf Al Hashemi lives and works in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

Saggaf is a self-taught artist, who has been commissioned
for many projects in the United Arab Emirates and other
Gulf countries, creating murals and large canvas paintings.
His passion is painting Arabian horses and portraits and his
work is popular among private collectors. Saggaf has also
taken part in art exhibitions such as ‘Emirati Expressions;
‘Proud Expressions; ‘Wahat Al Karama, ‘Europe’s Union
Day’ and the Abu Dhabi International Hunting and Eques-
trian Exhibition.
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Born in 1998, Sarwa Abdulrahman lives and works in Sharjah, United Arab Emirates.

Sarwa is a multimedia designer who works with film, il-
lustration and graphics. She gathers inspiration from a
multitude of art and design and discovers ways to bring it
together in a coherent form of expression. Her main inspi-
ration is derived from animated films such as Coraline and
games like Little Nightmares. The excitement of being able
to create new narratives and whole worlds through her work
is what keeps her motivated.
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Born in 1980, Rashid Al Mulla lives and works in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Rashid received a Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering
from Concordia University in Canada. Rashid works in a va-
riety of mediums. He focuses on human emotions in his sub-
jects, but also sheds light on environmental issues. He has
exhibited at various exhibitions and events, such as Sikka
Art Fair, the Annual Exhibition in Sharjah and the Faike exhi-
bitions at FN Design in Dubai. He was one of 10 artists com-
missioned by the Cultural Office of Her Highness Sheikha
Manal Bint Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum to create a
140-metre-long mural. Rashed has also undertaken live art
across the United Arab Emirates at Abu Dhabi Airport, Sikka
Art Fair, the Arab Travel Market and at Mirdif City Centre for
Dubai's Ministry of Culture and other organisations.

Life Is A Circus

U0 dandl duwaiadl 6 yugyygl sl Salonds Lo sy Juos
dcgonoy dileiwdl Lo auily yogoy .duaisl Uaygiigs deols
Lailegudgo bl (Ul dgiall dlaci 6 hilwgll o dcgiio
Susdiodl jlab] (Lo jus il go duiludi i peldioll (Lo £guddl
WOlleallg ydyleall o aoll b allaci adily pab .dgiudl
byl b ggiull ybpeally v ibl @S ydpen Jio
FN)«jizljus Ol S1» gusgiuul 6 Faike «clylo» yojleog
aaals gyl spdiell Gulall asi glig .43 b (Designs
Sdly o 2000 Gy JUL @il goud 6LEUI cisoll
ity pLB Lo Txio e Ladgh dyjlao dog) J5il poiso Ji
Al @5 ybpe0g \ B JLbo b Il gill dwjlaay
8y1jg pdlad B340 Jliaw Giting vl sl o Hilog

Oluwdoll §o Lopeg w13 b Aol

70

A _oJl Uy
Rashid Al Mulla

Multidisciplinary artist
@Rashid.a.almulla



culturalfoundation.ae

.6a0dall dwyell Giljloyl dgo .‘:,gng.ig giell o J5 0 Joeig yiues cuuolill oo . 1991 ole adigo
Born in 1991, Hamad Al Shamsi lives and works in Abu Dhabi and Al Ain, United Arab Emirates.

Hamad is a freelance artist who specialises in portrait art
using various mediums, such as oil, acrylic, digital and char-
coal. His portraits of the Royal Family of the United Arab
Emirates and their horses have been exhibited as part of
ADIHEX (2017, 2018, 2019, 2021), and at K gallery (2021), in
addition to being displayed in government offices and cafes
in the United Arab Emirates. In addition, Hamad has worked
on murals in both Al Ain and Abu Dhabi.
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Born in 2003, Zainab Mohamed Al Hashemi lives in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

Zainab is a self-taught artist who is honing her painting
skills to create diverse and expressive artworks, special-
ising in portraiture, narrative and figurative art. She is in-
fluenced primarily by her life endeavours, her conceptual
process, as well as her culture. She finds purpose in cre-
ating imagery and symbolism, employing meaning in her
paintings. And in doing so, she does not confine herself to
a specific media, but allows the process of creation to lead
her and allow her to make choices along the way using dif-
ferent mediums.
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Born in 1990, Reem Al Mazrouei lives and works in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Reem is a graduate of Zayed University, Abu Dhabi, where
she studied fine art. She has worked as a professional artist
since 2012 and was chosen by Her Highness Sheikha Mar-
yam bint Mohammed Al Nahyan for a project by WRG Cre-
ative Communication FZ-LLC, London, to illustrate a story
event at the 2013 Qasr Al Hosn Festival. She also exhibited
her work at the Abu Dhabi Festival that year, with a pres-
entation of traditional Emirati characters on the Corniche,
organised by the Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation.
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Born in 1980, Charlie Rana Villagracia lives and works in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Charlie received his Bachelor’s degree in Fine Art from the
Far Eastern University, Manila, the Philippines, in 2004. He
has won many awards, including first place in the ‘On the
Spot Painting Competition’ at the 2019 Bayanihan Festival
at the Dubai World Trade Centre; a ‘Year of Zayed' prize; and
an award in the ‘Fann at AUH’ art competition, Abu Dhabi
International Airport. Charlie has enjoyed spending the past
seven years travelling to take part in art projects across the
United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, Lebanon and
Saudi Arabia. He is currently focusing on mural art.
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Born in 1985, Ameera Al Afeefi lives and works in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

Ameera is a fine artist who graduated with a Bachelor's
degree from the United Arab Emirates University, major-
ing in Finance and Banking. She has participated in many
workshops and presented a workshop on painting on leath-
er products at the Abu Dhabi Youth Centre. Ameera has
practiced art in all its forms, but she feels connected to the
drawing of local (Emirati) culture, such as horses, falcons
and the local people of the United Arab Emirates in their
traditional clothes.
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Born in 1991, Karim Tamerji lives and works in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Karim is a multi-disciplinary creative with a background
in architecture. His practice expands across various dis-
ciplines ranging from fine arts to interior design, architec-
ture, site specific installation and mural art. Karim's work
communicates with context and time. He creates a synergy
between art and design that allows him to embrace creative
possibilities that exists between different disciplines.

Life Is A Circus

Jlao b bpdy WOlouasdil saeio LS gL a8
30 Sliouasil Giliso duwylos o agii iyylaeoll dwaiall
ayylaeall dwaiallg 511 agoail I ddondl Jgiall
diall pyys Jlaci .gylanll J-allg g Bgoll yolall ciyssilg
Gu poulil oo Legi s 8ty wgoily Uil g0 Juolghs
dyclayl OLBo Yl JLAiby o aouy §3JI prounilg g-all

e 1 g 839500l

82

Karim Tamerji

Multidisciplinary artist
@karimtamer;ji



culturalfoundation.ae

.6andall dyyeoll Uijlodl Wgs \guell L6 Joeig yluel Lodulall dddle . 1997 ple syigo
Born in 1992, Aisha Al Hashemi lives and works in Al Ain, United Arab Emirates.

Aisha is a passionate and ambitious freelance visual artist
who works on character design, illustration and children’s
stories with multiple book publishers such Dar Ashjar. Her
dream is to create art for a better life. Aisha is a graduate in
Graphic Design and has nearly 10 years work experience.
She has participated in many art exhibitions and conducted
various workshops across the United Arab Emirates, includ-
ing at Louvre Abu Dhabi as part of ‘Manga Lab) assisting
young artists to develop their artistic skills.
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Born in 1982, Ishtar Al Shaybani lives and works in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Ishtar is a painter, illustrator and fashion designer. As an in-
dependent artist she aims to take her skills to a higher level
of creativity and passion, experimenting with mediums of
oil, acrylics, watercolor and ink. Ishtar holds a Bachelor’s
degree in Fine Arts from Lotus Fine Art Academy, Dubai,
and a higher diploma in Fashion Design from ESMOD Fash-
ion Institute, Dubai, where she won a golden needle award.
She has successfully completed her Master’s degree in
Fashion Business and Management from Rome Business
School. She has conducted numerous workshops in the
United Arab Emirates, including at Al Qattara Art Centre,
Dubai International Art Center and Medaf Art Studio.
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Born in 1985, Moammer Jaber lives and works in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

Moammer is a passionate and ambitious digital visual art-
ist, who works on graphic design and motion design works.
Moammer is a graduate in Civil Engineering but his passion
in visual creatives lead him to this field. He has nearly 12
years work experience and has participated in many art fo-
rums and in designing artworks and visual identities such
Tomuh Zayed and KhalifaSat. He has also conducted many
workshops to assist young artists in developing their artis-
tic skills.
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Born in 1982, Shahul Hameed lives and works in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Shahul started painting at a tender age and instantly re-
alised that he had a passion for it. Shahul did not receive
any formal training in drawing and painting apart from a
certification in Madras Government Technical Examination
(MGTE). He was commissioned to have his artwork Awak-
ening exhibited at World Art Dubai, he was also awarded
the rare opportunity to paint a mural at the Deira Water-
front Market in Dubai. His list of exhibitions in India and the
United Arab Emirates include, 2011: solo, Arteville Banga-
lore; 2011: solo, Kredo art gallery Bangalore; 2006: solo, Al
Jaber Art Gallery, Dubai; 2009: solo, Lalitha Kala Academy,
Cochin, Kerala; 2009: solo, Lawrence Art Gallery, Cochin;
2011: group show Abu Dhabi Kerala Social Centre, Abu Dha-
bi; 2010: group show Indian Association, Al Ain; and 2010:
group show Indian Association, Sharjah.
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Born in 1996, Rafeea Al Khyeli lives and works in Al Ain, United Arab Emirates.

Rafeea has a degree in Chemical Engineering, but her back-
ground in art extends to her school days and is inspired by
her poetry. Rafeea’s first painting, in 2014, was titled Moon-
hiccups after a phrase in one of her poems. She was also
the chief designer for the Dawwen stationery brand. Rafeea
has participated in several exhibitions across the United
Arab Emirates such as ‘The Doors Collection’ exhibition at
Al Qattara Art Centre in Al Ain and the ‘Murals OF History’
exhibition at the Cultural Foundation in Abu Dhabi.
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Born in 1998, Abdulrahman Al Dark lives and works in Ras Al Khaimah, United Arab Emirates.

Abdulrahman is a freelance artist, graphic designer and
entrepreneur. Artistic expression has been the primary
force throughout Abdulrahman’s life, leading him to study
fine art at the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology in
Melbourne, Australia, and to complete a Bachelor's degree
in Graphic Design from SAE Institute in Dubai, United Arab
Emirates. Abdulrahman works on large scale canvases in
mixed media. Much of his current work is inspired by the
vast contrasts to be found among the beauty of nature and
of the history and culture of the United Arab Emirates. He
hopes that people find inspiration, knowledge and enjoy-
ment in the stories he tells with his work. Some of his more
recent works include a number of murals across the United
Arab Emirates as well as exhibiting at art exhibitions and
festivals.
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Born in 1998, Issa Al Nuaimi lives and works in Ajman, United Arab Emirates.

Issa is a self-taught, freelance illustrator, his art is very di-
verse while some of his illustrations stem from a personal
experience; many of the stuff he enjoys working on are
inspired by pop and comical art. He was recently commis-
sioned to draw illustrations for a children’s books with sail
publishing, and collaborate with RTA Dubai for the parking
meters project, 2020.
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Born in 1997, Fatima Al Hamiri lives and work in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Fatima is a multimedia artist, who studies at Dubai Institute
of Design and Innovation (DIDI). In her work, she focuses
on the area between realism and fantasy. Fatima portrays
fantasy and emotional stories through the eyes, by empha-
sising their details as she believes they speak the most. In
2019, her first art participation took place in World Trade
Centre mall in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, as part of
‘Express Yourself in 30x30: She focused on painting digital
portraits representing herself expressing her emotions, as
well as other female figures created from her fantasy. In
2021 Fatima was commissioned by the Cultural Founda-
tion to create artworks based on the Cultural Foundation’s
branding elements to be used for an exclusive line of retail
products.
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