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Mohamed Ahmed Ibrahim
Two Clouds in the Night Sky
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Activity Guide

Welcome to Two Clouds in the Night Sky, an
exhibition celebrating the art of Mohamed
Ahmed Ibrahim, one of the UAE’s most
important contemporary artists. Mohamed was
born in 1962 in Khor Fakkan, a town on the
eastern coast of Sharjah, where the mountains
meet the sea. He was deeply inspired by the world
around him, the way rocks formed unusual
shapes, the way trees grew in patterns, and
carvings on the mountainsides that had been
made by people long, long ago.

He has created his own signature visual style that
feels playful and full of imagination. In his
sculptures, he uses unusual materials like
papier-maché mixed with tea, coffee, leaves, or
even earth. He lets them dry naturally, so the
shapes feel alive and organic. His work
encourages us to look carefully, think differently,
and imagine freely.

Use this guide with your family and friends while
exploring the exhibition. Let’s begin!
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Mohamed’s artworks are filled with

shapes and forms that can sometimes
feel like ancient codes. They might
remind us of trees, maps, or even
animals. As you explore the exhibition,
see if you can spot these shapes:

Sit and Sketch!

One of Mohamed’s most fascinating art projects
is called The Sitting Man (2010-2015). For five
years, he painted his good friend, fellow Emirati
artist Hassan Sharif, always in the same seated
position on a chair. He painted this repeatedly,
over 300 times! Every painting is different, but
they all have one thing in common. What is it?
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1. Ask someone to sit for you.
2. Sketch them.
3. Redraw them two more times.
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ever so slightly each time?
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